
FOR FAMILIES

What Families 
Often Ask About 
AP Coursework

Why Rigorous Coursework Matters 
A challenging class asks students to analyze, argue, revise, and manage a heavier workload than they are used to. That 
stretch is exactly where growth happens.
Students who take on rigorous coursework in high school tend to arrive at college, or at a first job, already comfortable 
with a heavy reading load, a paper that needs revision, and a project without a clear-cut answer. They’ve already practiced 
managing their own time and working through a hard problem without being handed the solution.
None of this requires a student to already be a top student. It requires the right amount of challenge for where they are now, 
with support along the way. That is exactly what the questions below are about.

Common Questions
Question: What if my student does not earn a 
qualifying score on the AP® Exam?
Answer: An AP course is about far more than the exam 
score. AP scores are not pass or fail. A lower score simply 
means the student doesn’t receive college credit or a 
placement recommendation that year. The learning, skills, 
and effort still count.

Question: Will AP hurt my student’s GPA?
Answer: Many schools weigh AP grades, so an AP  
course may carry more GPA value, depending on the 
school’s policy.

Question: What if my student is not a top student?
Answer: Readiness for AP is about curiosity and effort, 
not a transcript snapshot. Motivated, curious students can 
succeed in AP, not only students with the highest grades 
or test scores. Support is available, starting with the 
student’s AP teacher. The grades a student has now don’t 
determine what they are capable of next.

Question: Does taking more AP classes look better?
Answer: The right number of AP courses is different for 
every student. What matters is a balanced course load, 
weighed against extracurriculars, time management, and 
well-being, not stacking as many AP courses as possible.

Question: Is AP only for certain students?
Answer: The AP Program believes any motivated, 
academically prepared student should have the 
opportunity to enroll.

Question: Does my student need to take a lot of AP 
courses to see a benefit?
Answer: Students don’t need multiple AP courses to 
benefit. College Board research links taking even one AP 
Exam to better outcomes later in life.

Where AP Career Kickstart™ Fits In
Everything above applies just as much to AP Career 
Kickstart courses (AP Business with Personal 
Finance, AP Cybersecurity, and AP Networking) as 
it does to any other AP course. These courses were 
built for broad access, with no prerequisites, so the 
same questions and answers apply here too.
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