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Today, we will cover the following …

01 Build Your College List Overview

02 Using College Search Filters

03 Reviewing Colleges in BigFuture

04 Saving Colleges in BigFuture
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Four Simple Steps to Build Your College List

Go to 
BigFuture

College Search
Sign into College 

Board account
Conduct College 

Search using 
Filters

Save at least 6 
colleges in 
BigFuture

collegesearch.collegeboard.org
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Step One: Go to collegesearch.collegeboard.org 
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Step Two: Sign in to College Board account

Sign into your 
College Board 
account in order 
for your work in 
BigFuture to be 
saved.
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Step Three: Conduct College Search using Filters

Location

Major

Type

Campus Life

05

06

07

Affordability

Credit

Admissions
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Search by Location

States and Territories

Distance from Zip Code
2 miles (walking distance)
20 miles (short drive)
50 miles (moderate drive)
200 miles (long drive)
500 miles (short flight)
2000 miles (long flight)

Outside the U.S.
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Search by Major
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Search by Type

College Level
4-Year (Bachelor’s degree)
2-Year (Associate’s degree, Certificates)

College Type
Public
Private

Special Mission
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs)
Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs)
Tribal Colleges and Universities (TSIs)
All-Women
All-Men

Religious Affiliation
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Search by Campus Life
Size
Less than 3,000 students
3,000 to 9,000 students
9,000 to 15,000 students
More than 15,000 students

Setting
Urban 
Suburban 
Rural

Sports

Activities

Campus Services

Disability Support Services
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Additional College Search Filters

Affordability
Financial Need Met

65% or more
75% or more
90% or more

100%

Application Fees
Application fee waivers offered

Free to apply

Aid for International Students

Credit Admissions
Advanced Placement

CLEP

Transfer Credits

Acceptance Rate
Most selective (0 to 10% accepted)
Very selective (10 to 25% accepted)

Selective (25 to 50% accepted)
Less selective (50 to 90% accepted)
Not selective (90 to 100% accepted)

Open Admissions

GED
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Review List 
of Colleges
BigFuture compiles a list of 
colleges based on student 
preferences.

List is sorted by graduation rate 
by default. Can also sort 
alphabetically or by SAT range.
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College Profiles

Learn more about each 
college on your list.

About the College

Admissions

Academics

Costs

Campus Life
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Add 6 or more 
colleges to your list

Add colleges of interest to your 
list.

The number of colleges saved to 
your list is at the top of the 
screen.

By saving 6 colleges on 
BigFuture, students will 
earn entries in monthly 
drawings for both $500 
and $40,000 awards.

Learn more at 
Bigfuturescholarships.org
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Congratulations!

You Have Built
Your College List!
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